
Participant Questionnaire/Worksheet Handout 
 

1 
 

Living in the Light - 1 John 1:5-2:6 
 
Topics:   
Atonement, Children, Confession, Darkness, Denial, Disobedience, 
Doctrine, Evil, Fellowship, Forgiveness, God, Guilt, Habits, Jesus 
Christ, Life, Light, Living, Lying, Obedience, Pride, Reconciliation, 
Sacrifice, Satan, Sin, Truth, Walking 
 
Reflection Questions 
A. Why might it be hard for someone to admit that he or she was 

wrong about something?  
             
             
              
 
B. About what do we tend to deceive ourselves?  
             
             
              
 
C. When and why might someone need an attorney?  
             
             
              
 
Context Questions 
1. What message did the writer hear and declare? (1:5)  
             
             
              
 
2. What inconsistency did John address? (1:6)  
             
             
              

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A5-2%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Atonement&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Children&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Confession&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Darkness&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Denial&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Disobedience&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Doctrine&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Evil&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Fellowship&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Forgiveness&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=God&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Guilt&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Habits&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Jesus%20Christ&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Jesus%20Christ&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Life&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Light&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Lying&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Obedience&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Pride&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Reconciliation&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Sacrifice&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Satan&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Sin&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Truth&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A6
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3. What results from "walking in the light"? (1:7)  
             
             
              
 
4. How were some believers apparently deceiving themselves? (1:8)  
             
             
              
 
5. What is the result of confessing one’s sins? (1:9)  
             
             
              
 
6. In what way can a person make God out to be a liar? (1:10) 
             
             
              
  
7. Why did John write this letter? (2:1)  
             
             
              
 
8. For whom is Jesus an atoning sacrifice? (2:2)  
             
             
              
 
9. What test did John describe for knowing whether or not a person 

truly knows God? (2:3-5)  
             
             
              

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+2%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+2%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+2%3A3-6
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10. What evidence does John say is proof that one who claims to abide 
in God is speaking the truth? (2:6) 

              
             
              
 
Understanding It Questions 
11. What do you think the terms "light" and "darkness" represent?  
             
             
              
 
12. In what way is God similar to light?  
             
             
              
 
13. In what way do we "walk in darkness"?  
             
             
              
 
14. How can we "walk in the light"?  
             
             
              
 
15. How does the promise of being purified from all sin make you 

feel?  
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16. Why would someone claim that he or she was without sin?  
             
             
              
 
17. What role does the confession of sins play in your daily life?  
             
             
              
 
18. How important is fellowship with other believers to you?  
             
             
              
 
19. In what way is Jesus like our attorney?  
             
             
              
 
20. How can we get to know God better?  
             
             
              
 
21. What does the way in which we treat other believers reveal about 

us?  
             
             
              
 
22. What confidence does Jesus’ atoning death give to us?  
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23. What confidence should our relationship with the Father give us?  
             
             
              
 
24. What area of your life do you need to examine in order to see your 

sins more clearly?  
             
             
              
 
25. How do you need to change the way you relate to fellow believers 

in order to develop a deeper relationship with God?  
             
             
              
 
Life Application Questions 
26. What steps will you take this week to walk in the light?  
             
             
              
 
27. What will you do to incorporate the confession of sins into your 

daily routine?  
             
             
              
 
 
 
 
 
Adult Questions for LESSONMaker. 
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Living in the
Light

1 John 1:5-2:6

Welcome to Bible Study

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV)



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Agenda

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV)

 Welcome
 Facilitator Intros & Resources
 Prayer
 Lesson Topics
 Reflection Q’s
 Lesson Intro
 Background/Context Q’s
 Life Application
 News & Events
 Prayer



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Resources

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV)

 Holy Bible

 1 John Teaching Schedule 
(revised)

 Participant Questionnaire/ 
Worksheet



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Prayer

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV)

Sick

Bereaved

Our Church

Our Country

The World



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
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Topics

Atonement
Children
Confession
Darkness
Denial
Disobedience
Doctrine
Evil
 Fellowship
 Forgiveness
God
Guilt
Habits

 Jesus Christ
 Life
 Light
 Living
 Lying
Obedience
Pride
Reconciliation
 Sacrifice
 Satan
 Sin 
Truth
Walking



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Reflection
Questions

A. Why might it be hard for 
someone to admit that he or 
she was wrong about 
something?

B. About what do we tend to 
deceive ourselves? 

C. When and why might someone 
need an attorney? 



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Introduction

When Jesus was on earth, his divine 
life illuminated the inner lives of his 
followers. Everywhere he was 
present, he gave light. This light 
penetrated people—exposing their 
sin and revealing divine truth. No 
one could come into contact with
Jesus without being enlightened.
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of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

1. What message did the writer 
hear and declare? (1:5) 

5 This is the message we heard from 
Jesus and now declare to you: God 
is light, and there is no darkness in 
him at all.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A5


New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

2. What inconsistency did John 
address? (1:6) 

6 So we are lying if we say we 
have fellowship with God but 
go on living in spiritual 
darkness; we are not practicing 
the truth.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A6


New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

3. What results from "walking 
in the light"? (1:7) 

7 But if we are living* in the light, 
as God is in the light, then we have 
fellowship with each other, and the 
blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us 
from all sin.

*living (NLT)/“walking” (NKJV/KJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A7


New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

4. How were some believers 
apparently deceiving 
themselves? (1:8) 

8 If we claim we have no sin, 
we are only fooling* ourselves 
and not living in the truth.

*fooling (NLT/deceiving (NKJV/KJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A8


New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

5. What is the result of 
confessing one’s sins? (1:9) 

9 But if we confess our sins to 
him, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all wickedness.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A9


New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

6. In what way can a person 
make God out to be a liar? 
(1:10)

10 If we claim we have not 
sinned, we are calling God a 
liar and showing that his word 
has no place in our hearts.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+1%3A10


New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

7. Why did John write this 
letter? (2:1) 

2:1My dear children, I am writing 
this to you so that you will not sin. 
But if anyone does sin, we have an 
advocate who pleads our case 
before the Father. He is Jesus 
Christ, the one who is truly 
righteous.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+2%3A1


New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

8. For whom is Jesus an 
atoning sacrifice? (2:2) 

2 He himself is the sacrifice that 
atones* for our sins—and not 
only our sins but the sins of all 
the world.

*atones (NLT)/propitiation (NKJV, KJV)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+2%3A2
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of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

Atonement. In Christian thought, the act by 
which God and man are brought together in 
personal relationship. The term is derived 
from Anglo-Saxon words meaning “making 
at one,” hence “at-one-ment.” It presumes a 
separation or alienation that needs to be 
overcome if human beings are to know God 
and have fellowship with him. As a term 
expressing relationship, atonement is tied 
closely to such terms as reconciliation and 
forgiveness. Lyon, Robert W., and Peter Toon. 1988.  In 
Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible, 1:231. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Book House.



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

While Christ’s death is sufficient for every 
sin of every person who ever lived or ever 
will live, it becomes effectual only for those 
who confess their sin, accept the sacrifice, 
and embrace Christ as Lord and Savior. 
John was not teaching universal 
salvation—that everyone was saved by 
Christ whether he or she believed or not. 
We know this from John’s statements in 
2:19–23; obviously, the antichrists had not 
found forgiveness and acceptance in Christ.

Not Universal Salvation!



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

Propitiation. Turning away of anger by
the offering of a gift. The word was often
used by the pagans in antiquity, for they
thought of their gods as unpredictable
beings, liable to become angry with their
worshipers for any trifle. When disaster
struck it was often thought that a god
was angry and was therefore punishing
his worshipers. The remedy was to offer
a sacrifice without delay. A well-chosen
offering would appease the god and put
him in a good mood again. This process
was called propitiation.



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

Propitiation. Opposition to sin cannot be 
dismissed with a wave of the hand. It requires 
something much more substantial. And the Bible 
states that it was only the cross that did this. Jesus 
is “the propitiation [or atonement] for our sins; 
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world” (1 Jn 2:2 KJV). This is not the only 
way of looking at the cross, but it is an important 
way. If God’s anger is real, then it must be taken 
into account in the way that sin, which caused that 
wrath, is dealt with. When the NT says 
“propitiation,” then, it means that Jesus’ death on 
the cross for the sins of mankind put away God’s 
wrath against his people once and for all.
See ATONEMENT; WRATH OF GOD; EXPIATION.



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

9. What test did John describe for 
knowing whether or not a 
person truly knows God? (2:3-5) 

3 And we can be sure that we know him 
if we obey his commandments. 4 If 
someone claims, “I know God,” but 
doesn’t obey God’s commandments, that 
person is a liar and is not living in the 
truth. 5 But those who obey God’s word 
truly show how completely they love 
him. That is how we know we are living 
in him.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Jn+2%3A3-6


New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

We know, We are sure, We are confident. 
“The corridors of the New Testament 
reverberate [vibrate] with dogmatic 
[assertive] affirmations beginning ‘We 
know,’ ‘We are sure,’ ‘We are confident.’ If 
you question this, read the First Epistle of 
John in which verbs meaning ‘to know’ 
occur about forty times. They strike a note 
of joyful assurance which is sadly missing 
from many parts of the Church today and 
which needs to be recaptured.” 
John R.W. Stott



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Context 
Questions

10. What evidence does John 
say is proof that one who 
claims to abide in God is 
speaking the truth? (2:6)

6 Those who say they live in 
God should live their lives as 
Jesus did.



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
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Understanding 
It  Questions

Daily Bible Study

Read and respond to the 
following Understanding It 

Questions:

#11 to #25
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of Southfield, Michigan

Life Application 
Questions

26. What steps will you take 
this week to walk in the 
light? 

27. What will you do to 
incorporate the confession 
of sins into your daily 
routine? 



NEWS 
AND 
EVENTS

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan





Special Church Call 
Meeting

Sunday, January 22, 2023
12:30pm to 2:30pm 

(IN-PERSON immediately 
following Worship Service)

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, MichiganBible Study

Next Week’s 
Lesson

Wednesday, 
January 25, 2023

Mid-Day In-Person
@ 12:00pm

Evening Virtual 
@7:00pm via Zoom

“Love God and One 
Another—Not the World”

1 John 2:7-17



The purpose of this Special Call Meeting is to 
consider the Pastoral Screening Committee’s 
recommendation to extend a Pastoral Call to 
Rev. Dr. Aaron A. Chapman. You must be a 
registered member of New Hope MBC and be 
present in order to make your wishes known. 
Those who can, are asked to pray at 6:00am, 
12:00 noon, and 6:00pm each day between now 
and January 22, 2023, to receive clarity and 
peace from God about this very sacred decision.

Dr. Chapman’s biography, Bible study, Sunday 
School teaching, and Sermon videos have been 
reposted to the New Hope website for your 
viewing.



Rev. Dr. 
Aaron A. 
Chapman
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